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Troy High School student recognized for his volunteer work as a Big Brother
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Names Inaugural ‘Angelitos Award’ Recipients
New award recognizes teen volunteers for dedication to the organization’s High School Bigs mentoring program
SANTA ANA, Calif., June 2, 2016 – Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County and the Inland Empire, Orange
County’s premier youth mentoring organization, is launching a new award named in honor of local auxiliary group
Angelitos de Oro. The auxiliary is a major supporter of High School Bigs, one of Big Brothers Big Sisters’ three one-to-one
mentoring programs offered to children facing adversity.
Receiving the inaugural award are two dedicated teen volunteers through High School Bigs. The program matches high
school students one-to-one with children at local elementary schools in weekly site-based sessions facilitated by a BBBS
program specialist. During these sessions, matches discuss academic achievement, self-esteem, bullying and
relationship-building.
“Our High School Bigs program not only allows children to develop a friendship with an older role model, but also provides
an invaluable opportunity for teens to give back to their community,” said Melissa Beck, CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters
Orange County and the Inland Empire. “We are so grateful to Angelitos de Oro for their continued support of the program
and belief in the power of mentoring to shape the future for youth who need a positive influence in their lives.”
Since its founding in 1961, Angelitos de Oro has donated more than $5.5 million to Big Brothers Big Sisters. The auxiliary
raises money primarily through the annual sale of the Angelitos Card, an exclusive card offering shoppers a 20 percent
discount for one week at select stores at South Coast Plaza. Angelitos Card week celebrates its 15th anniversary this
October.
The 2016 Angelitos Award recipients are:
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Big Sister Cynthia Gonzales of Santa Ana

Cynthia Gonzales, a senior at Middle College High School in Santa Ana, was a former Little Sister in the High School
Bigs program. The eldest of three siblings, Cynthia felt alone and stressed with the pressures of having to be responsible
at a young age. She built a positive relationship with her mentor, which inspired her to be a good role model for other
youth. Her freshman year in high school, she was matched with elementary school student, Heidy, through High School
Bigs; for three years, Cynthia commuted nearly two hours by bus across town to Diamond Elementary School to see her
Little once a week. This year, she mentors Jonathan, a third-grader at Diamond Elementary School. Though challenging,
she enjoys the rewarding experience of being a high school mentor.
“I’m grateful for what the program has done for me, how I grew in a positive way, and I wanted to return the feelings back
to Big Brothers Big Sisters,” Cynthia says. “By joining as a Big, I am able to help others find the same joy and excitement I
felt as a Little.”

Big Brother Kyle Patel of Troy High School
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Kyle Patel, a senior at Troy High School in Fullerton and Yorba Linda resident, joined Big Brothers Big Sisters in
November 2013, and mentors his Little, Luam, at Rio Vista Elementary in Anaheim. He is co-president of his school’s Big
Brothers Big Sisters club, and actively recruits other students for the program. In addition to his volunteer support of Big
Brothers Big Sisters, he also works with youth who have intellectual and physical disabilities as a board member of the
Best Buddies program.
About Big Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County and the Inland Empire
Big Brothers Big Sisters believes that with the support of a caring mentor, every child has the ability to achieve his or her
full potential. It is the nation’s largest donor- and volunteer-supported mentoring organization, serving a quarter-million
children annually. Based in Santa Ana, Calif., the Orange County agency was incorporated in 1958 and works as a local
extension of the national effort to make professionally supported, one-to-one matches between mentors (“Bigs”) and
children (“Littles”) facing adversity. Together with the Inland Empire agency, which opened its doors in 2013, the local
organization served more than 3,000 children in 2015 through programs that improve the odds of youth performing better
in school and avoiding violence and illegal activities. For more information, visit ocbigs.org.
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